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TRANSMITTAL, OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
j UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(c) 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.56, the documents listed on the attached 
Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant are being brought to the attention of the 
Examiner for consideration in connection with the examination of the above-identified 
patent application. Copies of the cited foreign and non-patent documents are enclosed. 

This information is being submitted subsequent to the later of three months after 
the filing date of the present application or the mailing of the first Office Action on the 
merits, but before the mailing of a final action or the notice of allowance. 

Accordingly, I 



□ the undersigned 



hereby states (37 CFR 1.97(e)) that 



□ each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior 
to the filing of this statement, or 

□ no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statementj was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application and, to the knowledge of the 
person signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, was 
known to any individual designated in §1 .56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the statement. 

Applicant elects the option to pay the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p) for 
submission of an Information Disclosure Statement under §1. 97(c). Please 
charge Deposit Account No. 05-0221 in the amount of $180.00. The 
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Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees under 
37 CFR 1.17 which may be required by this paper or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 05-0221 . A duplicate copy of this 
paper is attached. 



Eastman Chemical Company 
P.O. Box 511 

Kingsport, Tennessee 37662 
Phone: (423)229-6189 
FAX: (423)229-1239 



Respectfy% submitted? 7 

Denrfis V. Carmen 
Registration No. 35,007 

f Dal? 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR 1.8(a) 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Sen/ice with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Pox 1450, Alexswdria, VA.22313-1450. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Attorney Docket Number 



First Named Inventor 



80041 



Jernigan et al. 



COMPLETE IF KNOWN 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



Group Art Unit 



10/796,238 



March 09, 2004 



1711 



Sheet 



of 



Examiner Name 



Samuel A. Acquah 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S.Patent Document 
Number Kind Code' 
{if known) 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 






3,880,582 




Sawaya 


04-29-1975 






4,401,804 




Wooten et al. 


08-30-1983 






5,608,027 




Crosby et al. 


03-04-1997 j 






5,646,208 




Cattron et al. 


07-08 : 1997 






6,020,421 




Fukushima et al. 


02-01-2000 






2002/0091226 




Nichols et al. 


07-11-2002 






2004/0127653 




Ellington et al. 


07-01-2004 















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 

Office 3 Number 4 Kind Code 3 
(if known) 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


T 6 






JP 


4370142 (ABS) 




Toyo Boseki; Nippon Magphane KK 


12-22-1992 








JP 


5097990 (ABS) 




Teijin Ltd. 


04-20-1993 








JP 


60202148 (ABS) 




Mitsubishi Rayon co. 


10-12-1985 








JP 


6087953 (ABS) 




Nippon Synthetic Chem. Ind. 


03-29-1994 








JP 


62152715 (ABS) 




Toray Industries 


07-07-1987 








JP 


62161827 (ABS) 




Toyo Boseki 


07-17-1987 








JP 


62207337 (ABS) 




Toray Industries 


09-11-1987 








JP 


6286088 (ABS) 




Toray Industries 


10-11-1994 








JP 


7133412 (ABS) 




Kuraray Co. 


05-23-1995 








JP 


7224218 (ABS) 




Teijin Ltd. 


08-22-1995 








JP 


9176464 (ABS) 




GE Plastics Japan Ltd. 


07-08-1997 





Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Attorney Docket Number 



First Named Inventor 



80041 



Jernigan et al. 



COMPLETE IF KNOWN 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



Group Art Unit 



10/796,238 



March 09, 2004 



1711 



Sheet 



of 



Examiner Name 



Samuel A. Acquah 







JP 


9176465 (ABS) 




GE Plastics Japan 


07-08-1997 








JP 


9183892 (ABS) 




GE Plastics Japan 


07-15-1997 








JP 


9272793 (ABS) 




Toray Industries 


10-21-1997 








JP 


10316765 (ABS) 




Unitika Ltd. 


12-02-1998 








JP 


11005892 (ABS) 




Unitika Ltd. 


01-12-1999 








JP 


2002249648 
(ABS) 




Yuka Denshi Co. Ltd; Mitsubishi 
Chem Corp. 


09-06-2002 








JP 


2002249653 
(ABS) 




Mitsubishi Chem Corp. 


09-06-2002 








JP 


2003301090 
(ABS) 




Toyo Boseki 


10-21-2003 








JP 


2003301093 
(ABS) 




Toyo Boseki 


10-21-2003 








JP 


2003306541 
(ABS) 




Toyo Boseki 


10-31-2003 








JP 


2003306536 
(ABS) 




Toyo Boseki 


10-31-2003 








JP 


2003306601 
(ABS) 




Toyo Boseki 


10-31-2003 








JP 


2004149790 
(ABS) 




Toyo Boseki 


05-27-2004 








KR 


9303713 (ABS) 




Cheil Synthetics Inc. 


05-08-1993 








WO 


98/41559 




Eastman Chemical Company 


09-24-1998 





OTHER - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author(in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



